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was gone and the blank of a certury followed. The
veil was lifted by Tiglath-pileser II, a contemporary
of Solomon and of Shishak, but of him also we know
only from an inscription of his grandson, Adad-nirari
II. Adad-nirari, who died in the year 889 B. c.5
left a prosperous kingdom to his son Tukulti-Enurta II.
This latter was an exceptionally energetic king
and showed signs of a great conqueror in making early
through his successful northern campaigns, but his
career was terminated by death in 884 B. c. Before
passing on to subsequent events a fact of world im-
portance must be mentioned. From the time of
Adad-nirari II the list of the limmi or eponymous
magistracies of the years carne to be kept without
omission till the close of the Assyrian empire. With
the help of this list the exact dates of most of the
chief events in Assyrian history can be fixed with-
out the possibility of error. With Adad-nirari II
we touch upon the sheet-anchor of Assyrian chro-
nology.
Ashur-na$ir~pal
Tukulti -Enurta II was succeeded by his son Ashur-
nasir-pal II, who ruled from 884 to 859 B. c. Ashur-
nasir-palwasone of the greatest conquerors of ancient
times. Assyria under him became the arbiter of the
destiny of nations. An unprecedented zeal of military
activities sprang forth and the conquests of Tiglath-
pileser were restored in no time. This monarch was
ruthless and cruel and to his resisters he was absolutely
unsparing and unrelenting. He exulted in torturing
his conquered enemies. His usual method of treating
the vanquished was to burn their city and to cut off
the hands and ears and to put out the eyes of all grown
tip men. Then they were piled up to die a death
of torture and starvation. All children, boys and
.girls, were burnt alive at the stake, and the conquered
chiefs were carried off to Assyria to be flayed alive.